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T 69—70)3 A 16 H , 3¢ EBUF RIR EATIER FAEX I (A& HsR G )  wIE BRI
Iy I B RA T BR A, (E SR b R 505 = A X 03, 27m b T rp e AT 6 — R s o i ey
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People-to-people Science and Technology Diplomacy and
Political Gamesmanship Between China and the United States During
the Nixon Administration

ZHANG Jing
( Department of History, Research Center for the History of People’s Republic of China,
Peking Unuversity, Betjing 100871, China)

Abstract The development of Sino-US people-to-people science and technology diplomacy
occurred in tandem with the Sino-U.S. rapprochement. However, the former did not cause the
latter. Against the backdrop of the Cold War, people-to-people science and technology diplomacy
served as diplomatic tools to ease political relations between hostile nations, directly serving the
political and diplomatic objectives of both countries. Participants in transnational exchanges, such as
scientists, are both targets of political games between the two governments in popular diplomacy and
are shaped by traditional political forces like nations, governments, and political parties. Against the
backdrop of the Cold War and in the absence of diplomatic relations, there existed irreconcilable
tensions and contradictions between the civilian form of Sino-US science and technology diplomacy
and its political essence. These tensions and contradictions led to the inability of civilian technology
diplomacy to promote political relations, and instead, they fell into a predicament due to the
influence of domestic and international political conflicts.
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