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basic force for the duration and reform of ancient Chinese society. The dictum that “while the water can carry a

boat; it can also overturn it” said by Emperor Taizong of Tang, is just a high summary of such social law.

Election by Voting in Western Constitutionalism

vs. Election through Nominating in Confucian Government in Humanity Xie Wenyu

In Chinese scholarship there have been much discussion about western constitutionalism in which political
leaders are elected by voting. Meanwhile, the Confucian system of electing political leaders which had been
practiced in Chinese history have almost been ignored. In this paper, for convenience, I would brand these two
political systems respectively the voting election and the nominating election. They are based on two different
principles of justice, that is, conceiving the general will by votes, and presenting human will through the Dao of
junzi. The voting election sees votes as the determining factor, ignoring the voter’s consciousness of
responsibility, and therefore excluding the possibility that the so-called general will may be evilly expressed.
The nominating election regards human will as the foundation of government, demanding the political leaders to
maintain themselves as junzi, respecting the heavenly endowment and pursuing to understand human will. Yet,
the uncertainty of the understanding of human will allows the structural corruption in the nominating election
system. In a paralleling comparative study between the voting election and the nominating election, in the regard
to electing political leaders, may help us understand the basic principles and executive patterns within

governmental models between West and East.

A Historical Examination of “Removing Hundreds of Schools of Thought and Respecting Confucianism Exclusively” .
Focusing on the Division and Combination of “Six Arts” and the “Art of Confucius” Yang Yong
On the political level of Han dynasty, there are two main lines: the “historical” “six arts” and the “mental”

“art of Confucius.” During the early age of Emperor Wu of Han, based on confucianized Chaju system and

doctoral officers of the five “Jing”, institutional foundation of “respecting Confucianism” was established.

‘

However, in the age of Emperor Wu, it appeared that “six arts” and the “art of Confucius” diverged and were
even opposite to each other, which prevented folk Confucian entering official position. The contradiction
developed and ended with the Salt and Iron Conference held after the death of Emperor Wu, even after which the
“six arts” tended to combining with Legalism, resulting in the “new politics of Qin,” and challenged
“Confucianism respecting. ” But at the same time, the folk Confucian who were elected by Chaju came to the
political stage through the conference, which to some extent restrained the opposition between the two and

J

marked the new stage of “removing hundreds of schools of thought and respecting Confucianism exclusively.

‘

Although the “six arts” and the “art of Confucius” in the later years of Emperor Yuan and Wang mang
constantly tried to blend, they didn’t manage to integrate well at last. Wang Mang’s politics complimented the
two extremely, but in fact they ended with diverging badly. That the “six arts” was more important than the

“art of Confucius” became a prominent feature of Han politics.

A Rewritten Political Timing.: Again on the Founding Time of the Khitan Empire Miao Runbo

The founding time of the Khitan Empire in the literature system of the Liao is the year 907, which
contradicts historical facts. However, the historical narrative on this political time seem holistic and systematic,
so it was not a result of the historians’ negligence but of a deliberated choice. In fact, there have been two very
different writings in the official history of the Khitan dynasty: the account of “Junji Taiyi appeared several

times”

in the Taizu Ji of the Liaoshi was an auspicious rumor created by the Han Chinese counsellors around
Abaoji on the eve of the first year of Shence era (916), which reflects the original historical event; the other

records we usually use have been completely rewritten by the later historians, real and original date of the
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empire’s foundation was thoroughly smeared and covered. The relevant rewriting work may be completed in the
13th year of the Emperor Xingzong’s Chongxi era (1044), and Abaoji’s intronisation date was advanced to the
year of Tang Dynasty’s demise. Because this event is essential to the dynastic and pre-dynastic history of the
Khitan, its rewriting reflects the requirement of a stronger legitimacy of the political power during the late Liao
Dynasty. Through this typical case, we may try to rethink the importance of political timing in ancient historical

writing from a more dynamic and generating perspective.

Opinion, Domestic Discipline, and the Texts.

Comment on Final Imperial Examination Answers in the Southern Song Dynasty Guan Qin

During the Southern Song Dynasty, significant political events and movements were often reflected in the
final imperial examination answers. Opinions led the rank and trend of the final imperial examination answers.
Although there were much obsequious words, outspokenness still remained as one kind of opinion. Outspoken
opinions tended to be suppressed by ministers and examiners, yet could promote and enhance rightousness
among scholars. In the twice final imperial examinations of A. D. 1132 and 1157, Zhang Jiucheng and Wang
Shipeng were selected for their outspoken discourse, which set a positive political posture on scholar selection,
and was called as “domestic discipline” in the reign of Emperor Gaozong. The answer to final imperial
examination belongs to political comment, so how to state profound political discourse in specified style of

literary language and form, was at the first consideration of examinees.

The Factor of Nomadic Civilization and Imperial Guards in the Garrison System of the Ming Dynasty .

Centered on the Imperial Bodyguard Zhang Jinkui

The political system bred out of the nomadic economic form emphasizes the status of military chief, and the
Imperial Army system as well as the principal and subordinate relationship behind is one kind of important
manifestation. With the nomadic civilization penetrating into the central plain roundly, Keshig and the system of
Imperial Armies became an important part of the political structure of the Yuan dynasty, and to a great extent,
evolved to the unique Imperial Guard system in the Ming military system. The Imperial Guard of the Ming
dynsaty not only inherited the function of the Middle Army, but also played an important role in guarding the

imperial household, training the reserve force and so on, which reflected particularly on the Imperial Bodyguard.

Is Conscientiousness a Virtue?
—Reconsidering Confucius, Mencius and Xunzi’s Proposition from the Perspective of Virtue Ethics
Stephen C. Angle
“Conscientiousness” and “virtue” are both important concepts of pre-Qin Confucianism, but there are subtle
and essential differences between them. “Conscientiousness” means that one makes a conscious effort to ensure
that he performs his duties. Confucius, Mencius and Xunzi all discussed the issue of “conscientiousness,”
although they did not use a unified concept to summarize it. Close reading of the analects of Confucius, Mencius
and Xunzi shows that they all recognize the two sides of responsibility. On one hand, Conscientiousness is of
great positive significance and can help moral learners improve their morality. On the other hand,
“conscientiousness” hides deeper problems, because it lacks the reliability, flexibility, and (in many cases) style
that come with virtue, and thus prevents one from becoming more ethical. There is an essential difference
between doing something from the point of conscientiousness or from the point of virtue. Confucius said, “at
seventy, I could follow my heart’s desires without overstepping the bounds of propriety,” this means that the

highest virtue does not force one to do one’s duty, but acts from the heart.



